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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 edition. Excerpt: . Greek Genius and its Meaning to Us. By R. W. Livingstone.
Oxford: at the Clarendon Press (1912). Pp. 250. $2.00. Mr. Livingstone disarms criticism by disclaiming finality.
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Greek life and literature, whether by agreement or disagreement, to give some definition and coherency to the
fleeting impressions, which are often all that is left after ten years study of the Greeks. Ten years! It is the
number of Epic convention and also of Philistine diatribes on the waste of time in classical education. Do they
really study Greek ten years in England? No wonder that they find our Rhodes Scholars imperfectly prepared. |
do not wish to cavil at the phrases which lIr. Livingstone employs to justify and recommend his ambitious
undertaking. But the implication that the possession of a few comprehensive formulas summing up the Greek
genius is the chief abiding value of the study of Greek is a wide-spread delusion of popular culture. It is this
temper that constrains the extension lecturer on literature to harp on his author s message . Is the Greek spirit
the gospel of beauty, freedom, lucidity, directness, human versatility, or some happy blend of them all? And
how many of these elements would be omitted by an optimistic exchange professor expounding the French,
German or American spirit? Mr. Livingstone, however, cleverly anticipates the objection that Greek civilization
endured...
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