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illustrated. 1904 Excerpt: . . . extreme cold and backward Spring the demand for Summer lines has not been
favorable, orders coming in but slowly. Manufacturers believe, however, that with the coming of warmer
weather orders will arrive more rapidly. But little change is reported in the cost of raw materials for woolen
goods, and selling values remain unchanged. Manufacturers of leather and duck clothing report an increase in
production and an increase in the cost of materials, especially in all grades of cotton goods; selling values have
advanced slightly, but not sufficiently to cover the increased cost of production. Full time is being made by the
operatives, but the full capacity of the establishments is not reached. Rates of wages remain unchanged, and
collections are reported fair. Confectionery. Considering the severe Winter, business has been very good. A little
warm weather and pleasant Sundays will hare a good effect on the Spring trade. Everything points toward a
boom for the coming Summer. All establishments have been running on full time and from 60 to 75 per cent of
full capacity. The rates of wages and the cost of stock have not changed during the past six months, and
collections, while a trifle dull at the beginning of the season, begin to show much improvement. Cotton Goods.
Manufacturing in this line is much depressed. Demand for manufactured goods began to diminish about the
first of the year, when cotton reached its highest price, and it has gradually declined since that time until...
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