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Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers
can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: .on the second reading, on April 28, Mr. Gladstone made one of those great speeches
which mark epochs in the history of the British Parliament. Foreseeing the fate of his Bill, he concluded his
impassioned speech with words which have become memorable for all age: Time is on our side. The great
social forces which move onwards in their might and majesty, and which the tumult of our debates does not for
a moment impede or disturb--those great social forces are against you; they are marshalled on our side; and
the banner which we now carry in this fight, though perhaps at some moment it may droop over our sinking
heads, yet it soon again will float in the eye of Heaven, and it will be borne by the firm hands of the united
people of the three kingdoms, perhaps not to an easy, but to a certain, and to a not far distant, victory.1 The
speech had its effect, and the second reading was carried by a majority of five. This showed, however, that the
ultimate fate of the Bill was sealed; and the Government was defeated shortly after, and resigned. The scenes of
1832 were then repeated. Ten thousand people assembled in Trafalgar Square, and voted for reform. Great
meetings were held in the large towns of the Northern and Midland counties, and pressed for reform. Gladstone
s name was received everywhere with tumultuous acclamation. He had become the popular hero of the...
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