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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. [.]his places and fell into want. F. J. Snell in his Age of Chaucer has
similar statements, almost as bold as those of Professor Morley. [Footnote: p. 131.] John of Gaunt was the poet s
life-long friend and patron. [Footnote: p. 149.] Chaucer was now an established favourite of John of Gaunt,
through whose influence apparently he was accorded this desirable post (i. e, the first controllership.) Most
remarkable of all: [Footnote: p. 230.] Outwardly, much depended on the ascendancy of John of Lancaster. If the
Duke of Lancaster prospered, Chaucer prospered with him. When the Duke of Gloucester was uppermost, the
poet s sky was over cast, and he had hard work to keep himself afloat. The last quotations which I shall give on
this point are from Skeat s life of Chaucer prefixed to the single volume edition of the poet s works in the Oxford
series: [Footnote: p. XIIl.] As the duke of Gloucester was ill disposed towards his brother John, it is probable that
we can thus account for the fact that, in December of this year, Chaucer was dismissed from both his offices, of
Comptroller of Wool and Comptroller of Petty Customs, others being appointed in his place. This sudden and
great loss reduced the poet from comparative wealth to poverty; he was compelled to raise money upon his
pensions, which were assigned to John Scalby on May 1, 1388. On the same page: 1389. On May 3, Richard Il
suddenly took the government into his own hands. John of Gaunt returned to England soon afterwards, and
effected an outward reconciliation between the King [.].
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