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Almaden District, Santa Clara County, California The New Almaden district, situated a few miles south of San
Jose in Santa Clara County, Calif., has yielded nearly 40 percent of the quicksilver produced in the United States.
The area mapped as the district for this report includes about 80 square miles, extending south from the flat
Santa Clara Valley across the moderately low foothills containing the mines to the more rugged crest of the
California Coast Ranges. The rocks underlying about three-fourths of the district. Including all of the
mineralized area, are assigned on the basis of lithology to the Franciscan group of Late Jurassic and
Cretaceous age. The only diagnostic fossils found Indicate that the age of a part of the group Is lower Upper
Cretaceous (Cenomanlan). The group consists of llthlc and feldspathic graywacke, slltstone, dark altered
volcanic rocks, chert, limestone, and a subordinate amount of metamorphlc rocks, Including glaucophane
schists - an assemblage regarded as a typical eugeosynclinal suite. The thickness of the group cannot be
determined accurately because of structural complexities, but the part present in the New Almaden district is
believed to be at least 10,500 feet thick and may be much thicker. The sedimentary rocks are believed to have
been derived from the rapid erosion of a rising landmass, and deposited In a subsiding trough which filled to
wave base only in a few places near the end of the deposltlonal period. The accompanying Igneous activity
Included local outpourings of lava onto the sea floor and eruption of fragmental material of similar
composition which accumulated as pyroclastlc beds. The chert is abundant only...
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