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Summary: "Wide-ranging. . . . Superb. . . . Capacious and thought-provoking. . . . In Gods Like Us , Boston Globe
film critic Burr presents a fresh take on the medium's history, eschewing the standard roll call of moguls and
filmmakers, preferring to understand the triumph of Hollywood as a carefully orchestrated harnessing of the
ferocious power of celebrity." - The Boston Globe "David Thomson, watch out! In the pithy new book Gods Like
Us: On Movie Stardom and Modern Fame , Boston Globe film critic Ty Burr delivers thoughtfully epigrammatic
descriptions of movie stars, actors, and celebrities. He wittily traces the progression of these characters from
the early days of film to their current incarnations on the internet, from the young Frank Sinatra, who 'looked
like a freshly hatched ostrich but his singing voice promised a slowly crested big-band orgasm,' to Harrison
Ford, who is able to 'make grumpiness seem sexy.' . . . Gods Like Us soars when it meditates on individual stars
and their personae. . . . The whole book is worth guzzling for the golden nuggets on movie stars and celebrity
sprinkled throughout." - IndieWire "Any Hollywood history can describe a star's X factor. But not many film
historians can see the whole equation as Ty Burr does in Gods Like Us, his lively and provocative chronicle of
the genesis of movie stars and the metamorphosis of movie stardom. He oHers original thinking about the
audience factor." - The New York Times "A brilliant and even profound history of stardom for an era that
doesn''t begin to know how very badly it both wants and needs it." - The BuHalo News " Gods Like Us is a
standout, as...
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