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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1876 Excerpt: .for the rebuilding of the Church of San Sophia, founded by Constantine
as the first Christian cathedral. On that magnificent temple wrought ten thousand workmen, whose payment,
in pieces of fine silver, was never delayed beyond the evening. The emperor himself surveyed each day their
progress, and encouraged their diligence by his rewards. Fame praises the architects who hung those
wondrous domes in air. The hundred columns, the rich and variegated marble pavements, the pillars of green
and purple, the jaspers and the porphyries, were offerings from Asia Minor, from Greece, from Africa, from
Gaul; and no ship might sail from the harbors of the empire, if it brought not back a tribute to the glory of the
temple. In that proud capital, the cross has been displaced by the crescent, and that Christian temple is now the
shrine of the Turk, the mosque of the false prophet. But Christ s name shall yet be glorified in that ancient city.
We are helping to build there a spiritual edifice, more beautiful and more enduring than all the gold and
precious stones of San Sophia. Our King himself surveys our work each day, and at the eventide rewards our
diligence with gracious benediction, more precious than the finest of silver. May not our love be intensified, and
our work continually augmented, as we offer him, not marbles, not gold alone, but living stones, rescued from
darkness through our prayers and labors, and polished after the similitude of...
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