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progress in getting recalls done more rapidly. As a result of the lessons learned from the Topps Meat company
recall, FSIS now takes into account a broader, more complete range of evidence when evaluating whether to
seek a recall or whether to take regulatory action. This gives the agency a credible approach to more rapidly
taking action when certain types of evidence are available. In two recent cases, FSIS acted upon
epidemiological evidence that linked illness to opened, FSIS-inspected product found in consumers freezers,
where previously, we believed the agency needed a test result from an intact or unopened package be-cause of
the possibility of cross-contamination. More than 1 million pounds of ground beef were recently recalled as a
result of this change in our recall proce-dures. We are examining our training and staIing patterns to ensure
that inspection program personnel and supervisors are doing their jobs correctly, that they are held
accountable, and that they have appropriate workloads and supervision. We have implemented a number of
key initiatives targeted to federally-inspected plants that produce raw beef products. FSIS determined that these
steps were need-ed to ensure that inspection program personnel and the industry fully understand the nature
of the challenge presented by E. coli O157: H7. The agency is ensuring that suppliers, processors, and FSIS
inspection personnel, will be able to identify an emerging problem as early as possible to prevent contaminated
product from enter-ing commerce. Since September 28, 2007, FSIS inspection program personnel have been
sending E. coli...
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