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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.I cannot not create! And unless what I create resonates with the beauty
of humanity, the beauty of this planet, I have failed my personal and artistic responsibilities. I compose because
music is my instrument of consciousness. Without consciousness, we are doomed as a race, a species, a living
organism. I am witness to a disappearing rain forest. I am witness to a sedation of consciousness through the
anti-culture of television. I am a witness to separation and fear. The only antidote I have is Truth and Beauty as
I see it, and let it come through me. My hope, my prayer is that I am part of creating that place where otherwise
conflicting entities can come together as one. For me, that transcends all other matters of importance. Jan
Skrdlik, cellist with the Wallinger String Quartet, asked me if I would write a piece specifically for him and piano.
He and I had become friends as a result of collaborating during the recording of the Nuzerov String Quartets
#1-10. He had even driven with his wife seven plus hours just to see Nuzerov and what had inspired my writing
the quartets that he had so enjoyed playing. A little more than a year passed before I finally managed to settle
in to write anything, let alone his request. I started the first movement, which is a Hoe Down, in November 2002,
at our country house in Wappinger Falls, N.Y., but found myself so distracted that it took until February 2003 to
complete it. Ten more months went by before I managed to address Jan s promised piece again on 12/17/03. I
managed to compose the first eighteen...
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