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Exploration of the language in personal ads using XQuery on an
XML database. , abstract: This study aims at the sociocultural
characteristics in the self- and other descriptions in a corpus of
US American personal advertisements. By analyzing the
semantically loaded words in a collection of more than five
hundred classified personal ads taken from various US
newspapers, these will be exploited for gender stereotypes in the
context of desires with regardto dating. The results are expected
to reveal that sociocultural stereotypes are not significantly
dominant in the advertisements. Instead, an elicitation of
characteristics used by advertisers will demonstrate if and how
reality complies with common gender stereotypes. Moreover, a
gender-neutral lexical inventory is likely to be found in the data.
A theoretical section will introduce terminological aspects of this
thesis as well as the employed conceptualizations of gender and
gender stereotypes. The analysis of these in...
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