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indexed. Not illustrated. 1781 Excerpt: .origin of this wonder-working energy in Bacchus; for he represents his
omnipotent Sire, in the embrace of his beloved Semele, exchanging himself alternately into the various shapes
of the corresponding Animals, among which we find the Bull, the Lion, and the Serpent: 11 fxsv wtlf Kiyjuni fio
zqv vkech/os J7x, w, ApofAzets y.-hiriv Byjvv xsgosa-crety o ow/ivt 14 L. 7. p. 141. Thus Antoninus Liberalis
represents Bacchus transforming himself in a fit of anger into a Bull and a Lion: XaAur-i-- a Aiinvrot -t! r.ofii
iyiitlo Tavqo; K, Kiui. (Met. C. 10.) li L. 7. p. 142 16 Ed. Clarke Odyli . c. vol. 2. p. 744. 17 Oed. A. 1.i. 2. v. 457. Gg 2
Rh tum When rifing fierce in impious arras The Giant-race with dire alarms Assail d the sacred realms of light,
With lion-wrath and dreadful paw, With blood besmear d and foaming jaw You pur their horrid Chief to flight I.
It is not improbable, that Milton might borrow the Metamorphosis of Satan on his first sight of Paradise from
this Pagan idea of the transformation of Bacchus: Down he alights among the sportful herd Of those four-
footed kinds, himself now one, Now other, as their shape serv d best his end Nearer to view his prey . And this
probability is increased by the image in the following line, which conveys the idea of the nvpKphsyuv tiw in this,
passage of Euripides: About them round A lion now he...
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