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.surprised to see her uncle already sitting at his desk, but with no
book before him. He was leaning his head on his hand, and Nora
at once detected the grieved expression on his face. Uncle, dear,
dear uncle, and all the flowers fell on the ground. My little one.
You have slept badly, uncle? So so, my dear, quite so so; old
people need little sleep. You were thinking of me, whispered Nora
remorsefully, but you needn t be unhappy, for Ralph is, oh, so
good and true, he will only be your new son, you know; but what
have you there?--olI, uncle, how pretty. She had dragged his
hand aside; under it lay a large gold locket. The old man
watched her open it silently. For a moment she was puzzled, and
then whispered doubtingly, Mother? Yes, dear, yes. It was...
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