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TESTIMONY OF JAMIE PUESCHEL, UNITED STATES STUDENT ASSOCIATION UESCHEL Ms. P. Good morning, Mr.

Chairman, Mr. Lieberman, and distinguished Members of the Committee. On behalf of the nearly 15 million
students across the country, | thank the Com-mittee for holding hearings on this most important issue, college
costs. As the country moves into a new millennium and a new econ-omy, it becomes increasingly important for
the country to invest in the education of our young people if we want to continue to com-pete globally. Young
people are feeling the pressure to get a degree now more than ever so that they, too, can participate in the
boom-ing economy. Every year, though, achieving that college degree be-comes more and more difficult and
more and more costly for stu-dents and their families. Annually, tuitions rise and students take out more and
more loans to pay for college. Tuition and fees only comprise part of the cost of going to college. Students have
to pay for room and board, not to mention books and supplies. While graduating with a reasonable amount of
debt is better than not having a degree and the opportunities that come with that degree, debt can affect the
job a student takes, the place he or she lives, and the assets that student may or may not acquire. | am such a
student. | graduated from Claremont McKenna College in Claremont, California, in May 1998. My parents are
both teachers and recently...
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